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IN THIS ISSUE YP NEWSFEED 

YP SPOTLIGHT 
Meet your new Badger Chapter YP Liaison George 
Shereda pictured above leading a landfill tour.  
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UPCOMING YP EVENTS - WIRMC 
The 2017 Wisconsin Integrated Resource 
Management Conference is scheduled for March 1 
– 3, 2017 at the Osthoff Resort in Elkhart Lake, WI.  
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 Badger Chapter Accepting Applications for Scholarships! 

Both SWANA National and the Badger Chapter have scholarship programs in place to promote 
education as well as professional development.  The Badger Chapter typically awards up to three 
$2,000 scholarships to either descendants of SWANA members or student members of SWANA.  
Visit the Badger Chapter web page for full eligibility requirements.  

Badger Chapter Scholarship Information · National SWANA Scholarship Information  

FREE Student Membership 

SWANA is now live with FREE student membership!  If you are a full-time student (undergraduate 
or graduate student) with an interest in environmental sciences, solid waste management, or 
recycling-related professions, FREE SWANA student membership is perfect for you.  Register on 
the SWANA National web page.  

Register Here Today! 

Wisconsin YP Week 

Wisconsin YP Week begins on April 22nd and is a weeklong platform for meaningful conversations 
about the issues that matter to YPs in Wisconsin.  The Badger Chapter has signed up as a 
promoting partner for this year’s events.  Every year WI YP Week is kicked off with the 
announcement of the winners of the Bubbler Awards, the Best Workplaces for Young 
Professionals in Wisconsin.   If your company  has what YPs are looking for, submit a 
nomination by  February 28th, 2017. 

Learn More about YP Week!·  Nominate your employer for a Bubbler Award 

Call for Nominations of Outstanding YPs 

Do you know a hardworking YP that deserves industry recognition?  The Badger Chapter would 
like to recognize a YP for his or her outstanding achievements in the solid waste industry.  This 
person will be recognized at the 2017 Wisconsin Integrated Resource Management Conference 
(WIRMC) that takes place March 1-3, 2017 at the Osthoff Resort in Elkhart Lake, WI.   

Nominate Someone by February 5! 

YP Panel Discussion and National Webinar on Landfill CQA 

Badger Chapter YPs will be holding a panel discussion at WIRMC on the topic of landfill 
construction quality assurance (CQA).  Be sure to attend the presentation and support your peers 
at WIRMC.  In the weeks after the conference, the group will be summarizing the panel discussion 
during a nationwide YP webinar.  Watch your email for webinar registration information.  

WIRMC Conference Schedule  
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BADGER CHAPTER SCHOLARSHIP 
ALUMNI 
Wonder what past Badger Chapter scholarship 
recipients are doing now?  Catch up with Zack 
Genthe and Alex Nett in this issue.  
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http://www.swana-wi.org/awards
https://swana.org/Awards/ScholarshipsInternships.aspx
https://swana.org/Membership/MembershipInformation/PricingandFees.aspx
http://www.ypweek.com/
http://www.ypweek.com/bubbler-awards/
http://www.swana-wi.org/awards
http://wirmconference.wixsite.com/wirmc/schedule
https://www.facebook.com/SWANAWisconsinBadgerChapter/
https://twitter.com/SWANABadgerYPs
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6673307
https://swana.org/Membership/MembershipInformation/YoungProfessionals.aspx
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Y P  S P OT L I G H T  
In November 2016, George Shereda was 
selected as the new Wisconsin Badger 
Chapter Young Professionals (YP) 
Chapter Liaison.  George is a project 
engineer at TRC Environmental 
Corporation in Madison, Wisconsin 
where he specializes in landfill design 
and construction oversight.  He has a 
B.S. in Civil Engineering from Wayne 
State University and a B.S. in 
Environmental Science and Management 
from Michigan State University.  George 
previously worked for Golder Associates 
in Michigan for 7 years before coming to 
Madison in 2015. 

George has been working with the 
Chapter’s student outreach initiatives 
since 2015 and he has been a member of 
SWANA since 2016.  In 2015, he hosted a 
landfill tour for UW-Stevens Point 
students and attended their Waste 
Management Society meeting to share 
about his professional experiences.  In 
March, George will be presenting at the 
Wisconsin Integrated Resource 
Management Conference (WIRMC) as 

part of the YP Panel Discussion on 
Landfill Construction Quality Assurance.   

Over the course of his career George has 
documented the installation of over 5 
million square feet of geomembrane and 
will be a valued member of the panel. 

As the Chapter Liaison, George will be 
responsible for coordinating the YP 
program, providing monthly updates to 
the Chapter’s board and assisting with 
coordinating the WIRMC YP welcome 
event and other networking 
opportunities. 

Besides being an active member of 
SWANA, George is also a member of the 
American Society for Testing and 
Materials, the Utility Solid Waste 
Activities Group, the American Coal Ash 
Association, and the Engineering Society 
of Detroit.  In his free time, George likes 
to take part in water polo competitions 
and he is finding plenty of things to see 
and do in Madison.   

George Shereda 
Project Engineer 
TRC Environmental  
gshereda@trcsolutions.com  
608.826.3618 

This year’s Wisconsin Integrated 
Resource Management Conference 
(WIRMC) will be held at the Osthoff 
Resort in Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin from 
March 1-3, 2017.   

At this year’s conference, the Young 
Professionals will be hosting a Young 
Professionals Reception and Welcome 
Event on Day 1 of the conference.  The 
welcome event will have free food, 
refreshments, and networking 
activities. 

There will also be a dedicated lounge 
area shared between SWANA YPs and 
AROW Emerging Leaders for YPs to 
gather and network. 

A group of YPs will be holding a panel 
discussion on the topic of Landfill 
Construction Quality Assurance (CQA) 
and fellow YPs, Dave Hagenbucher and 
David Vitt of Marathon County Solid 
Waste, will present on landfill 
Alternate Daily Covers (ADC). 

Be sure to attend and support your 
fellow YPs! 

SEE US @ WIRMC! 
Schedule of YP Events @ WIRMC  
YP Reception and Welcome Event · March 
1, 2017, 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM · Palm Garden 
Ballroom 
 
YP Lounge · March 2, 2017, 9:00 AM to 
12:00 PM and 1:30 PM to 4:30 PM · Grand 
Libelle Parlor 
 
ADC in WI, Good, Bad, & Ugly ·  March 2, 
2017 · Track Session I 
 
YP Panel Discussion on CQA · March 2, 
2017 ·  Track Session III 

February 2017 
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The SWANA Young Professionals are a group of individuals 
who represent the future of the solid waste industry.  A 
SWANA “Young Professional” is defined as an individual in the 
solid waste industry who is 35 years of age or younger.  The 
Badger Chapter has plenty of opportunities for member 
involvement.  If you’ve ever wondered how to get involved, 
the following are some examples of where to start: 

NETWORKING EVENTS · Connect with your peers at events, 
conferences, and online.  This past July, the Badger Chapter 
held a networking event at a Wisconsin Timber Rattlers minor 
league baseball game.  YP’s from across the state met in 
Appleton for a night of baseball action. 

The upcoming WIRMC events (featured on page 2) are the 
next opportunity to get connected with the group.  

MONTHLY PLANNING CALLS · The YPs host monthly 
teleconferences where planning activities occur for upcoming 
events, conferences, technical and educational opportunities, 
and mentorship.  Ask your liaison, George Shereda, to be 
added to the email list and join us for the next call! 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT · As YPs, we are always 
looking for ways to gain knowledge and succeed in our career.  
Webinars and other professional development resources are 
available for YPs to stay current in the industry.  Additionally, 
there are opportunities to collaborate with others on a 
technical presentation or article for this newsletter.  An 
upcoming YP webinar on Construction Quality Assurance will 
be broadcasted nationwide through SWANA national.  

ASK A YP! ·  If you have particular question about the YP 
group or are looking for a mentorship opportunity, contact 
your local YP Liaison.  

SOCIAL MEDIA ·  Badger YPs are on Facebook, Twitter, and 
LinkedIn.  

 

HOW TO GET INVOLVED 

BADGER CHAPTER SCHOLARSHIP ALUMNI 
ALEX NETT 
Scale Operator 
Outagamie County 
Graduate of University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point’s Soils 
and Waste Resources Program 
2013 Scholarship Recipient  
 

Prior to joining Outagamie 
County’s Solid Waste and 
Recycling team after 
graduation in 2015, Alex served 

as an intern with the department for 4 years.  Her longevity 
with the department demonstrates her commitment to the 
industry and that she is a valued team member.  Alex is also 
an active SWANA member who helped organize and host a 
networking event at a WI Timber Rattlers game last summer.  
Make sure to find her at the next conference and say hello! 

February 2017 

ZACK GENTHE 
Process Engineer 
Affiliated Engineers, Inc.  
Graduate of University of 
Wisconsin-Madison’s Chemical 
Engineering Program  
2012 Scholarship Recipient  
 

At AEI, Zack is responsible for 
design and development of 
piping and instrumentation 
diagrams and  equipment 

specification.  One of Zack’s key projects included providing 
design-build services for a 165,000 square foot development 
for Nanotherapeutics in Alachua, Florida.  He noted that AEI 
sets sustainability as a high priority and that “the SWANA 
scholarship helped open my eyes to the many complex and 
important sustainability challenges facing today's engineers".  
 

https://www.facebook.com/SWANAWisconsinBadgerChapter/
https://twitter.com/SWANABadgerYPs
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6673307
https://swana.org/Membership/MembershipInformation/YoungProfessionals.aspx
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This Newsletter is intended to benefit the Badger Chapter Young Professionals.   It 
serves as a communication tool to help keep members informed on group activity, past 
and future networking events, and expand outreach to new and prospective members.  
We want to hear from you about how we can improve the content of this newsletter.  
Our intent is to distribute this newsletter bi-annually to Badger Chapter members.  If 
you have comments, questions, or are interested in helping create the next issue, 
please contact Ryan Shimko.   

About  this Newsletter 

Editor in Chief, Ryan Shimko, PE 
Environmental Engineer 
Ayres Associates 
ShimkoR@ayresassociates.com  
715. 831.7608 

February 2017 

Contributing  Writers 
Thanks to SWANA YPs Roxanne Wienkes, George Shereda, Ryan Shimko, and Phil 
Gearing for their contributions to this Issue.  Stay tuned for the next opportunity to 
develop the second issue! 

https://www.facebook.com/SWANAWisconsinBadgerChapter/
https://twitter.com/SWANABadgerYPs
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6673307
https://swana.org/Membership/MembershipInformation/YoungProfessionals.aspx

